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On SUNDAY the 10th of FUNE, 1792, 


By THE Rev. WILLIAM LUCAS, 


CHAPLAIN TO BIS LORDSHIP, © 


PREACHED IN THE 
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_ HOPKINS, Maros. 


Tueſday the 12th Day of June, 1792, and in the Thirty- 
ſecond: Year of the Reign of King George the Third, 
of Great- Britain, &c. 

RESOLVED unanimouſly, That the Thanks of this 
Court be given to the Rev. V. Lucas, Chaplain to the Right 
Honourable the -Lord - Mayor, for his excellent Sermon, 
preached before his Lordſhip, the Judges, Aldermen, Serjeants 


at Law, Sheriffs, and City Officers, at the Cathedral-Church | 


of St, Paul, on the roth inſtant, being the firſt Sunday in 
Trinity Term; and that he be deſired to print the ſame, and 
to cauſe a Copy thereof to be ſent to the Lord-Mayor, Judges, 
Aldermen, Serjeants at Law, Sheriffs, and City Officers; alſo 
to the ſeveral Members of the Court of Common Council. 


RI X. 


TO THE 


Right Honourable JOHN HOPKINS b | 


LORD-MAYOR ; 10 


WORSHIPFUL THE ALDERMEN, — 
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_ THE COMMON COUNCIL ” | ; 
OF' THE ee: a To ; 3 
CETY or FO NDOMN, 
5 BEFORE THEM Fi | © bs „ 4 
In the Catbedral- Church of St. Pau, 1 
ON SUNDAY THE TENTH OF JUNE, 1792, | 
IS MOST HUMBLY INSCRIBED, „ LE” * | 
eh BY THEIR DEVOTED | 1 4 
| AND OBEDIENT SERVANT, - | 


LONDON, JUNE 30, 1792. 
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ROMANS, CHAP, XII, VER, I. 


1 BESEECH YOU, THEREFORE, BRETHREN, BY THE MERCIES OF GOD, 
| / 
THAT YE PRESENT YOUR BODIES A LIVING SACRIFICE, HOLY, 


ACCEPTABLE UNTO GOD, WHICH IS YOUR REASONABLE SERVICE. 


Tu E Duty of Man, in every View of it, carries ät's own 
Motive along with it. To be kind to our Neighbour, is to 
gratify our own Feelings; as, on the other Hand, to injure 
him, is to give Pain to ourſelves. If it were otherwiſe, why 
then do bad Men Beſitate before they perpetrate their evil De- 
ſigns? And why do they wiſh the Action undone when it is 
too late to recall it ! — 


To be temperate and regular, is to ſleep ſound, and to 
breathe the Air with Pleaſure: to be honeſt, is to be well- 
reputed: to be modeſt, is to be beloved: to be induſtrious, 
is to be independent: and to aim, by Study, at Excellence in 
our Profeſſion, is to be honoured and reſpected. N 

5 Even 


ROMANS, CHAP, XII, VER. I. 


1 BESEECH YOU, THEREFORE, BRETHREN, BY THE MERCIES OF GOD, 
| . 
THAT YE PRESENT YOUR BODIES A LIVING SACRIFICE, HOLY, 


ACCEPTABLE UNTO GOD, WHICH IS YOUR REASONABLE SERVICE, 


TE E Duty of Man, in every View of it, carries it's own 
Motive along with it. To be kind to our Neighbour, is to 
gratify our own Feelings; as, on the other Hand, to injure 
him, is to give Pain to ourſelves. If it were otherwiſe, why 


then do bad Men be/itate before they perpetrate their evil De- 


ſigns? And why do they with the Action undone when it is 
too late to en it — 


To be temperate and regular, is to ſleep ſound, and to 


breathe the Air with Pleaſure: to be honeſt, is to be well - 


reputed: to be modeſt, is to be beloved: to be induſtrious, 
is to be independent: and to aim, by study, at Excellence! in 
our Profeſſion, is to be honoured and reſpected. 


B Even 


Even Self-denial hath it's Motive at Hand; ſince, without 


it, how can we acquire Self- government or Fortitude ? And, 
without theſe Virtues, a Man, hurried on by his Appetites, 
will be his own greateſt Enemy, will prefer preſent Indulgence 
to all /uture Advantage, and fell his Birthright for the . 
of a Gout-laves 1 Bepaſt. e e 47 al 


But it . not only Man's Duty to be virtuous, but to be 

religious in his Virtue. He is not only to be virtuous in order 

to ſatisfy his Reaſon, to gratify his beſt Feelings, to ſecure his 

Quiet, his Tranquillity, his Reputation, and other Advan- 

tages; but he is to be virtuous for the Sake of God. And this 

carries with it the ſtrongeſt Motive in the World. For a Man 

hath not only to conſider, that he ought to do his Duty becauſe 

! it is right and obligatory in itſelf, conſentaneous to his Reaſon, 
and infallibly promotive of his Serenity and Enjoyment, but = 


E | becauſe it is the Will and Requiſition of God, who, to reſtrain | 
us from that multifarious Iniquity, which falls not under the . 
Cognizance and Teſtimony of Men, hath implanted in us Con- 
ſeience or, in other Words, hath graciouſly endued us with 
an inſtinctive Approbation of Right, and Abhorrence of Wrong, | 
in order, no Doubt, that we might ſatisfy it's Demands. To | 
Obedience to God, indeed, our Motives are the fronge/# com- Þ 
pared with any other Views of our Duty, becauſe we are called a 
to it by Dependance, by Fear, by Love, by Gratitude, and by t 
Hope. 


To 


To be virtuous, if a Man could be ſo, merely upon the 
other Motives, excluſive of this, would be very incomplete, 


becauſe the Relation, in which he ſtands to God, is as much a 
Part of his Situation as the Relation in which he ſtands to the 


World. Nay, further, it is by far the more important Part of 
it. And what doth God require him to do but hat which he 
ought to have done had it not been required ?—So abundantly 
that awful Requiſition ſtrengthens all the other Motives. At 
the ſame Time, then, that it is by no Means to be wiſhed a 
Man ſhould loſe Sight of all or any of theſe Incentives, it is, 
above all Things, needful that he be moved to his Duty * 
Conſideration of the Will and * of God. — 


Nor is it merely Will and Authority, but Reaſon and Af- 


fection too. For why is it God's Will that every Man be re- 


ſtrained from Theft, Rapine, Perjury, Murder, and other 


atrocious Crimes, which are injurious to Government and 


commercial Life, but for the Sake of that Man, and every 


other Perſon concerned with him? God made him and them 


in order that they might be happy; and therefore ordained 
thoſe Laws, which, if obſerved, would eventually ſecure their 
Felicity. It is for my Good and your's, that God requires of 
us both that we ſhould be juſt and kind to each other: it is for 
our Enjoyment and Pleaſure mutually that he hath enjoined us 
to be ſober, pure, honourable, communicative, confidential, 


B 2 and 
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and ſtudious after Improvement for the Increaſe of ſocial Good, 
If we cultivate theſe Qualities, we have his Approbation and 
Delight, becauſe we are purſuing that Happineſs, which he 
intended for us, when he commanded us into Life. And, on 
the other Hand, if we acquire Habits of Mind, which are the 
Reverſe of theſe Qualities, ' He is diſpleaſed with us, becauſe 
we fruſtrate (ſo far as our Actions can reach as to Time and 


Extent) his Views for our common Happineſs.— « 


In Caſe of our Obedience we acquire not only all the other 
Objects which Virtue can command, but the ſuper-added 
Recompences of God's covenanted Favour. And, in Caſe of 
Diſobedience, we not only incur Self-reproach, Diſcomfort, 
and the Ill-will of others, together with the heavieſt. Loſſes of 
a reaſonable Creature; but, in many Inſtances, we expoſe 
ourſelves to the Penalties annexed to the Violation of Human 
Laws; and, what is ſtill more dreadful, draw down upon our 


Heads the inevitable Vengeance of an all- ſeeing God. 


After this general View of the Subjeck, as it is to be con- 
ſidered in a rational Manner, let us dwell, for the Direction of 
our Lives, and the Improvement of our Hearts and Under- 
ſtandings, rather more particularly upon the great and leading 
Duty of devoting ourſelves to God by religious Virtue. Mͤy 
Text calls it, preſenting our Bodies a Sacrifice, a living Sacrifice, 

| a holy 


E 


a holy Sacrifice, an acceptable Sacrifice, and pronounces it to be 


a reaſonable Service.— 


Firſt then, Religion requires, that we make a Sacrifice of 
ourſelves to God—that at his Pleaſure we offer up ourſelves to 
be commanded and diſpoſed of by him; obeying his Laws 
without Heſitation, and ſubmitting to his Allotments without 
repining. His Right in us and over us demands this from us; 
and his Goodneſs and Wiſdom entitle Him to it. For we are 
not our own, but His; and He only, and not we ourſelves, can 
guide us ſecurely to Happineſs. ** Ye are not your own,” ſays 
Peter the Apoſtle—* Ye are bought with a Price; therefore 
« olorify God with your Body, and your Spirit, which are God's.” 
We came into Exiſtence, we know not how; without our 
Deſign, Contrivance, or Solicitation; our Exiſtence was a free 
Grant——a Grant, to be the Foundation of innumerable Grants 
beſides. Let him live, ſaid God, concerning every one of us, 
Let him live, that he may be receptive of Bleſſings; Let him 
live, that he may underſtand and follow Laws, which will im- 
prove and raiſe him to a Capacity for exalted Happineſs. Surely 
then, it is highly becoming in Man to acknowledge with 
Pleaſure that he is the Property of his Maker, and to ſay, 
Oh ſovereign Goodneſs! Oh uncontroulable Power! Oh 
e unfathomable Wiſdom !—Take the Regulation of thy own 
<« Property. I will follow thy Guidance—I will keep thy 
« Law—l will truſt in thy Faithfulneſs.—I will not dare to 

EE TE c aflume 
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d affume the Direction of myſelf. He, who brought me into 
_ « Being, ſhall give Law to the Actions of my Life.“ —It is 
Man's Self-opinion, and vain Paſſion, to be his own Director, 
which is the Ruin of him. His Knowledge is contracted, his 
Obſervations confined, his Experience raw, and his Contem- 
plations ſhallow : he ſuffers external Shows to deceive, Cuſtom 
to entice, Pleaſure to enchant, Profit to dazzle, and ſuppoſed 
Honours to flatter him : declining the Guidance of his Creator, 
he ventures to conduct h/mſelf. He will not ruff the Wiſdom 
which made him. The Power, which inſpired him with 
Thought, ſhall not have the Regulation of his Affections: but 
he will chooſe for Himſelſ, and be his own Maſter, when another 
is his Owoner.—lt is both Preſumption and Folly. Our Life is 
not one Moment in our own Power: ſhould not that Life be ſpent 
then in doing the Will of Him, who holds it in his Hand to 
lengthen or to ſhorten it An ſo ſtrong a Light as this appears 
the Preſumption of a Sinner, when he comes to a Determina- 
tion to do an Act which God prohibits, when, by inſtantly 
ſtopping the Current of his Blood, God, if it fo pleaſe him, 
can prevent the Commiſſion, and lay him a breathleſs Carcaſs 
upon the Ground. And doth not this prove the Wiſdom and 
Propriety of ſacrificing ourſelves to God, and bowing our In- 
clinations to his Will? We ought to be thankful, that He, 
who made us, vouch/afes to guide us—that, for this Purpoſe, 
He hath given us Laws, which, far from being limited, like 
Human ones, to what regards the Body only, reach to the very 
inmoſt 


11 


: 


inmoſt Receſſes of the Soul; being, by their Sanctions, fitted 
to withhold us, not barely from ſuch Crimes as would render 


us obnoxious to civil Judgments, and outward Tribunals, but 
from every the leaſt Impurity which can ſtain and deform us 


within. They cenſure not only our Actions, but even our Wills; 
not only our. fouleſt Miſdemeanors, but the very Thoughts, 
which gave them Birth. With Delight, therefore, we ought 


to ſtudy them, and with Zeal and Cheerfulneſs to obey them. 
Guided by our Maker, we are ſure to go right ; for he hath the 
fame Deſign for our Happineſs in making his Law, which he 


hath in making the /ving Creature. He forms the living 


Creature for Happineſs ; and enacts the Law, that the Creature 
may not miſtake the Path to it. 


But we are not only to yield ourſelves up to the Regulation 
of God's Law, but to throw ourſelves upon his Diſpoſal with 
Submiſſion to his providential Pleaſure ; not more willing to 
give up the Choice of our Conducs, than cheerful to relin- 
quiſh hat of our Fortunes. His Right to diſpoſe, is as ſtrongly 


founded as his Right to command. And the ſame Wiſdom 
and Benevolence, which framed the Commands, - give alſo 


their Shape to the Circumſtances, God knows what we are 


made of; what will do us good : and whether of any two 


Things will be the 4e/ for us. We know Nothing about it. 


duch a Profeſſion, or Way of Life, the Object of our paſſionate - 


With to /bine in, may be the Road to our certain Ruin of 
Body 
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Body and Soul. The Acquiſition of ſuch an Eſtate, the Or- 
nament of ſuch a titular Honour, the Succeſs of ſuch an At- 
tempt, Scheme, Negotiation, or Adventure, may bring along 
with it everlaſting Perdition. Let no Man therefore indulge 
himſelf in dwelling in Thought upon the Charms and At- 
tractions of particular Objects in worldly Circumſtances ; but 
learn the Duty of ſacrificing his Will and his Wiſhes to the 
abſolute Diſpoſal of God. — 


The firſt Character given in the Text of the Sacrifice, which 
ve are recommending, is, that it be a living one. The critical 
Idea is the Oppo/ition to Sacrifices of the Bodies of flaughtered 
Animals lying dead upon an Altar; for the Sacrifice of our- 
ſelves to God, inſtead of devoting us to Death, gives us new 
Life, and indeed the only rational Life: Purity from Sin is 
ſpiritual Life; as, on the other Hand, Immerſion in Sin is a 
Kind of Death, according to Paul's Expreſſion, ©* dead in 
« Treſpaſſes and Sins,” Both States are illuſtrated by Chriſt in 
his Parable of the Prodigal, My Son was dead, and is alive 
again; making Vice and Folly to be Death, and Wiſdom and 
Virtue to be Lyfe to a rational Creature. The Votaries to 
ſenſual Pleaſures indeed are often conceited enough to ſtyle 
themſelves the only Perſons who Jive, who enjoy Life, and the 
.only ones who have Souls : but the Queſtion is a ſtrong one, 
whether, if their Conſciences ſlumber, if their Underſtandings 


Are nas, if their moral Sentiments are torpid, if they are 
indiſpoſed 


"A 
l 
CA = 


al 


1 
7.1 
indiſpoſed to the Exertions of the Mind in Study and Re- 
flection, as the Drunkard is to vigorous Action when he yawns 
in the Face of the Morning, whether the defunct Carcaſs is not 
rather the Emblem of their mental and ſpiritual State ?—And 
if ſo, the Apoſtle's Cenſure of ſuch a wretched Condition will 
be confirmed, when ſpeaking of one, who lives in Pleaſure, 
he ſays, that he is dead whilſt he liveth. Sin darkens the Con- 
ceptions, benumbs the F aculties, relaxes, and, in fine, deſtroys 
the very Powers of Thought and Compariſon. $0 eſſential is 
Innocence to ſpiritual Life. It keeps the Mind in F riendſhip 
with itſelf, not afraid of itſelf, not burdenſome to itſelf, but 
eaſy, free, and ready for intellectual Exertion, - 


Whoever offers and dedicates himſelf to God, muſt addreſs 
himſelf to an active and cheerful Courſe of Obedience. It re- 
quires that our Service be animated and lively, the natural : 
Conſequence of a Freedom from thoſe vicious Habits and In- 
dulgencies, which would retard our Progreſs, and call us back 
to ignoble Eaſe and Liſtleſneſs of Mind. It requires that we 
perform our Duty with Delight. Hence comes Credit to Re- 
ligion, and Glory to Him who is ſerved by it; while Sloth, 
Unwillingneſs, and Dulneſs proclaim that our Service ſprings 
only from Fear, and from ſuch unworthy Motives as are a 
Diſgrace to Piety, and bring it into Diſtepute and Contempt 
amongſt Men. =. 

RF. Moreover, 


- 


graced Religion with the Strength of their Youth, and the 
Prime of their Manhood. No—their Vigour, alas ! was 


Moreover, the Apoſtle, it has been thought, meant to recom- 
mend, that the Sacrifice to God might be preſented early in Life, 
when the Sentiments are ſtrong, the Affections vehement, and 
the Zeal capable of an aſpiring Flame. For moſt happy is'it, 
when the Affections of Youth, which are too often ardent 
upon inferior Objects, are directed to the beſt Things, and the 
Love of God and Goodneſs is cheriſhed early in the Mind. 
Then is the Sacrifice made to the beſt Advantage, to the greateſt 
Utility, moſt to the Credit of the Sacrificer, and moſt to 7he 
Glory of the Deity. When we ſee the Decrepit, the Lame, and 
the Blind, outworn in the Service and Drudgery of Vice, 
turning about in Penitence after many Years abuſed, ill- ſpent, 
and thrown away, — how much ſoever we congratulate their 
amended State, and praiſe God for their late Converſion, —we 
cannot but regret, that they came 79 ſooner to tbemſelves, nor 


waſted in another Service, and their God is honoured but with 
the Glimmerings of an exhauſted Lamp. — I may addreſs this 
Admonition, in the Words of John, to you, oh young Men, be- 
cauſe ye are ftrong : for ſuch may dedicate and offer up pro- 
perly the living Sacrifice, becaufe they can combat the evi 
Paſſions with Affections equally ſtrong in Favour of Goodneſs; 
and Goodneſs has Charms to ſtrengthen thoſe Affections to a 


N that will make ſure the Victory. Then will good 
Habits 
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Habits have full Time to ſettle and become predominant. The 
Progreſs will be truly glorious, like the genuine Path of the 
Juſt, which, as the ſhining Light of the Morning, ſhineth more 
and more until the Blaze of the perfect Day. And the Even- 
ing ſhall be as calm and ſerene, as the Morning was pure and 
unclouded ; for the eſtabliſhed Mind, like a generous Conſti- 
tution uniformly ſpared by Temperance, will hold out with un- 
fatiguing Perſeverance, to the laſt Exertions of Mortality.— 
And this is the diſtinguiſhing Character of this Jving Sacrifice, 
that, though it be offered up as a Victim upon the Altar (for 
ſo a Chriſtian is), he is full of Life and Comfort, and * 
and Joy. 


The ſecond Character of the Sacrifice to which we are ex- 
horted, is Holineſt. In the Mind of the Sacrificer there muſt 
be no Intermixture of a /in;jter Motive. He muſt love God for 
his own Sake, and Virtue for it's iatrinſic Charms. His Pear of 
God muſt not be of that Nature of Fear whereby the Devils, 
compelled to a notional Faith, tremble at the Divine Character. 
Nor muſt his Hopes be of that mercenary Sort which view a 
future Happineſs as a /e/5/h Gratification, unconnected with 
amiable Improvements, uſeful Exertions of beneficent Power, 
and the ſocial Communications of celeſtial Joy. The Sacrifice 
muſt alſo be entire, not partial, to the whole Will of God 
without Exception, to all his Laws without Partiality, and to 
all his Allotments both comfortable and afflictive. 

C 2 The 


4 


1 


The Acceptableneſs of ſuch a Sacrifice in the Sight of God is 
the next of the Apoſtle's Characters of it. In Purity of Good- 
neſs, and Integrity of Obedience, God indeed neceffarily delights. 
This is the Doctrine, which is to animate us to the Sacrifice: 
for the Object purſued is nothing leſs than the Favour, with 
all it's boundleſs and glorious Conſequences, of the ſupreme, 
powerful, wiſe, and munificent Lord of Nature. Delectable 
beyond Deſcription are the Effects of his Favour, both in hi 

Life and the next. The Goods of Fortune, the Splendour of 
Monarchs, the Treaſures of the two Hemiſpheres collected, 
have nothing comparable to them, in any Proportion intelligible | 
to Mortality. What then ſhall deter us from making a Sacri- 

fice, which, in the Performance, conſtitutes us happy, and en- 


titles us afterwards to an Eternity of Joys? 


It remains only to conſider the Reaſonableneſs of this Sacrifice, 
which will abundantly appear from the Nature of the Service, 
and from God's Right to require it. - 
| X 


It is a Service to God, without which we cannot ſerve our- 


ſelves, or obtain one Article of Happineſs adequate to our 
Powers. There is no other ſuch Sacrifice, which leaves the 
Victim free from Bonds, alive, active, dignified, and bleſt. 
To refuſe this Service, is to devote ourſelves to Miſery and 
Ruin: An oppoſite Power will then enſlave, torture, bind us 


In 


1 


in Chains of wretched Servitude, and caſt us into o Dungeons of 


Horror and Babe. R 
God's rightful valine in us is founded in his Protection; 
having created, preſerved, and redeemed us. To ſacrifice our- 
ſelves to him i is but to ſecure the Benefits of Creation, Pre- 
ſervation, and Redemption. Without it we loſe the Advan- 
tages of all. The Queſtion then is, ſhall a Creature endued 
with Reaſon forfeit the Benefit of Creation by degrading him- 
{elf to a lower than brutal Nature; throw himſelf, after a long 
Preſervation, out of the protecting Arm of Heaven; and ren. 
der abortive and inefficient that invaluable Price of the Blood 
of Jeſus, which Was ſhed for his Recovery ? That was a Sa- 
crifice made by Heaven to complete God's Title to the Sa- 
crifice of Man to himſelf. How forcible, after this Reflection, 
are the Words of Peter already quoted. Ye are not your — 
ye are bought with a. Price; therefore ghorify God with your 
Body, and your Spirit, which are God's.” They are His by the 
ſtrongeſt of Claims. And what claims He but a Right to com- 
mand us to become happy—a Right to command us to riſe equal 
to Angels—a Right to command us to be immortal—a Right to 
command us to climb from Improvement to Improvement, from 
Pleaſure to Pleaſure, from Dignity to Dignity, from- Glory to 
Glory, in never-ceaſing.. Progreſs. through the Durations of 
ſucceeding Worlds If theſe Thoughts will not move us; in 
vain were we created, in vain endued with Reaſon, in vain 
| made 


wet 


n tue and of Wiſdom; to no Purpoſe intereſting 


to us, has this World been continued, till, under a Project of 


the moſt wiſe and glorious Redemption, we were permitted to 
take a Share in it; and to no Purpoſe, ſo far as we are con- 
cerned, was the innocent Blood of the Son of God ſpilled upon | 
the ignominious Croſs. Let us not trample upon ht. Let 


that Tragedy bring us to Reflection; and let us own, with 


adoring Thankſgiving, that the plentiful Drops of that ineſti- 


mable Blood, the more than adequate Purchaſe of ten Thouſand 


Worlds, do found a claim, if ſuch a one were made, of the ex- 


tremeſt Hardſhips, which, in this State of mortal Diſcipline, 


could poſſibly be exacted from us: how much more a Claim to 


that generous Requiſition of a Service, which to neglect is 
Miſery, and to perform is to rank with Angels! 


a<. * 


With a. View then to that great and unſpeakable Mercy of 


God, which, for our Sakes, ſpared not from Death the Object 


of his eternal Complacency, ſuperadded to all the other Mercies 
of Heaven, further paſt Numeration than the Countleſs Millions 


of the Stars, let me conclude with the pathetic Exhortation of 


the Apoſtle in my Text, leaving it's Influence on your Minds | | 
to the Divinity which inſpired it I beſeech you, therefore, | | 
Brethren, by the Mercies of God, that ye preſent your Bodies 
a living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, ** iS oP 
reaſonable Service. 


PR — — 


